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Abstract

The nomen dubium Acropsopilio talischensis Morin 1937 is removed from the
Acropsopilionidae Roewer, 1923 genus Acropsopilio Silvestri, 1904 and newly combined
under Nemastomatidae Simon, 1872 genus Mediostoma Kratochvil, 1958, based on the
armature of dorsal scutum and the shape of male cheliceral apophysis.

Key-words: Caucasus, taxonomy of Dyspnoi, new combination.

Riassunto

I nomen dubium Acropsopilio talischensis Morin 1937 viene qui trasferito dal genere
Acropsopilio Silvestri, 1904, della famiglia Acropsopilionidae Roewer, 1923, al genere
Mediostoma Kratochvil, 1958, della famiglia Nemastomatidae Simon, 1872, sulla base
dell'armatura dello scudo dorsale e sulla forma dell'apofisi chelicerale del maschio.

Parole chiave: Caucaso, tassonomia di Dyspnoi, nuova combinazione.
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Introduction

It is not uncommon that authors only passingly familiarized with taxonomy of some
groups attempt anyway to describe new species in unlikely generic allocations. Usually
these are later reallocated by subsequent authors to taxa that are more credible. However,
sometimes authors do not bother finding an alternative place and simply put the wrong
genus between quotation marks, meaning they know the usage is incorrect but do not
want to commit to seeking a solution at that moment. The multitude of “Paragonyleptes”
which appeared in Kury’s catalog (2003) serves as an example of this procedure. Kury
knew they were not Paragonyleptes, but as the structure of Gonyleptinae was then (and still
is in part) chaotic, he could not make an educated guess as to their allocation.

Leaving those names under deliberately incorrect usage may lead to other kinds of
problems. Electronic resources for taxonomy mostly do not distinguish between a true
usage of a generic nomen and a loose usage of the same name in another family between
quotation marks, and then the system assumes they are homonyms, thus creating an error
message.

Herein, we tackle one such case by aiming to narrow down the allocation of a miserably
poorly known Caucasian species of Dyspnoi.

Historical background and discussion

1) Silvestri (1904) described the new genus Acropsopilio Silvestri, 1904 from Chile. He did
not include the genus in any family and discussed that it had mixed characters of Eupnoi
and Dyspnoi.

2) Roewer (1923) made Acropsopilio the type of the new family Acropsopilionidae Roewer
1923, allocating it in the suborder Dyspnoi.

3) Morin (1937) described the new species Acropsopilio talischensis Morin 1937 (mentioning
the “tribe” Dyspnoi) from “Ilopaan” — (incorrect indication of the real village of Torady
(Topaapr) in Astara district) — in the Talysh Mountains in southern Azerbaijan based on an

[immature] male. Description is poor.

4) Bogachev (1951: 405) only repeated the record, mentioning that this genus belonged in
Dyspnoi, and their closest relatives were in South America.

5) Shear (1974b) transferred Acropsopilionidae to suborder Eupnoi under the synonymy of
Caddidae.

6) Snegovaya (2004: 307) simply enumerated Acropsopilio talischensis in an introductory list
of Azerbaijan fauna and did not comment on its status.

7) Snegovaya & Starega (2011: 47) cited this species in a register of Talysh species.
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8) Schonhofer in his catalog of Dyspnoi (2013) did not even cite this species, precisely
because it was not is Dyspnoi at the time, but in Eupnoi Caddoidea.

9) Groh & Giribet (2015) performed a phylogenetic analysis that put Acropsopilionidae
back in Dyspnoi. This family is now known to have a Temperate Gondwanan distribution
in Chile (including Juan Ferndndez Archipelago), South Africa, continental Australia and
Tasmania (Shultz & Cekalovic 2003; Pérez-Gonzalez et al. 2014; Groh & Giribet 2015).
Acropsopilio talischensis was caught in the middle of all those changes and was ignored by
most authors.

10) The type material of this species was lost during the Second World War. However, at a
closer inspection of the original description, we conclude that Acropsopilio talischensis does
not share any special similarity with Acropsopilionidae, being rather a male (either
immature or teneral [= newly molted] or badly illustrated) of Nemastomatidae. We
consider that it is highly undesirable to have a member of an Austral group falsely
reported from the Caucasus, with all the unavoidable erroneous biogeographic
speculations that might follow. Therefore, we herein seek a better allocation for this
species.

11) There are unequivocal features consistent with placing Acropsopilio talischensis in
Nemastomatinae: (a) the cheliceral apophysis, which is present even in juvenile males; (b)
the tentacle-pedipalp; (c) the clavate glandular setae covering the pedipalps.

12) On the other hand, there are also dissonant notes on the assignation of A. talischensis to
Nemastomatinae: (a) the apparent dissociation of the scutum in free tergites (as opposed
to a scutum magnum) visible in Morin's illustration. Such a "vermiform metameric"
configuration can be seen for example in juveniles of Trogulidae, but it looks like an
artifact; (b) the apparent lack of ocularium (also stated in the text) is also puzzling,
although for teneral/young specimens, the ocularium often seems emaciated, while only
the pigmentary spots are evidenced. While doing schematic drawings, many authors don't
illustrate ocularia, only isolated eyes; therefore, we dismiss this as an artifact of too
simplified drawing. We conclude that A. talischensis must be a poorly
characterized /poorly drawn species of Nemastomatinae.

13) Now, several genera of Nemastomatinae occur in the Caucasus (Martens, 2006), such
as Caucnemastoma Martens, 2006, Giljarovia Kratochvil, 1958, Histricostoma Kratochvil, 1958,
Mediostoma Kratochvil, 1958, Mitostoma Roewer, 1951, Nemaspela éilhavy, 1966, Nemastoma
C. L. Koch, 1836, Paranemastoma Redikortsev, 1936, and Vestiferum Martens, 2006.

14) Some of them do not straightaway match the features of Morin’s species:
Caucnemastoma and Mitostoma exhibit an elaborate mesh of anvil-shaped tubercles.

Giljarovia has extremely long cheliceral apophysis, elevated and coarsely granulous
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ocularium and often elaborate armature on scutum. Histricostoma has series of long
paramedian mesotergal spines. Nemaspeln are extreme troglobionts, with slender
pedipalps, without ocularium but also without eyes and mostly lacking a cheliceral
apophysis. Paranemastoma includes large species of very elongate pedipalps, quadratic
body and usually strong scutal armature.

15) Of the remaining nemastomatines, the only genus which occurs in the Talysh
Mountains is Mediostoma. The species of Mediostoma (reviewed in Martens 2006) are
distributed in the Mediterranean and in Caucasus (with a species of very doubtful
allocation in the Tajikistan Pamir Mts., Central Asia), some of them occurring in the Talysh
Mountains region. We may allocate Acropsopilio talischensis in the genus Mediostoma
judging by the shape of the ocularium, armature of dorsal scutum with four or five pairs
of blunt hillocks on the tergites and the shape of male cheliceral apophysis.

16) It is possible that Mediostoma talischensis comb. nov. could be a senior synonym of one
of the Caucasian species described by Martens (2006). Nevertheless, it would be
deleterious to try to match those because Martens’ species are finely described and
characterized, while that of Morin is a big question mark.

17) By transferring Acropsopilio talischensis to Mediostoma, at least harvestmen taxonomy
gets rid of an erroneous and misleading assignment of a Caucasian specimen to
Acropsopilio, and this species becomes merely a footnote, only this time attached to a genus
that makes sense.

Taxonomic summary

Dyspnoi Hansen & Sgrensen, 1904
Nemastomatidae Simon, 1872

Nemastomatinae Simon, 1872

Mediostoma talischensis (Morin, 1937) comb. nov., nomen dubium
Acropsopilio talischensis Morin 1937: 210, figs 2A-B.

Acropsopilio talischensis — Bogachev 1951: 405; Snegovaya & Starega 2011: 47.
“Acropsopilio talishensis” [incorrect subsequent spelling]: Snegovaya 2004: 307.

Type data. Type(s) (lost during the Second World War), from Azerbaijan, Talysh, Torady,
under the bark of a tree.

Remarks. In the original description the authority of this species is set up in a confusing
way: “Acropsopilio talischensis D. Znoiko ( n. sp.) Morin 1933”. This is an ambiguous way of
saying that D. Znoiko collected the type material in 1933. However, the authority of the
species is of Morin.
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